Music - curriculum information
Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. A high
quality music education should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and
their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of
achievement. As pupils progress, they should develop a critical engagement with music,
allowing them to compose, and to listen with discrimination to the best in the musical
canon.
The national curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils:
•
•

•

perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods,
genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and
musicians
learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own
and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use
technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level
of musical excellence
understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated,
including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo,
timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations.

Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control.
They should develop an understanding of musical composition, organizing and
manipulating ideas within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory.

What children learn:
Element

Performing

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Sing in tune with
expression.

Perform a simple
part rhythmically

Breathe in the correct
place when singing

Sing a harmony
part confidently
and accurately

Control their voice
when singing

Sing songs from
memory with
accurate pitch

Sing and use their
understanding of
meaning to add
expression

Play clear notes on
instruments

Improvise using
repeated patterns

Perform parts from
memory
Perform using
notations

Maintain their part
whilst others are
performing their part

Take the lead in a
performance
Take on a solo part

Perform ‘by ear’ and
from simple
notations

Provide rhythmic
support

Improvise within a
group using melodic
and rhythmic phrases

Use different
elements in their
composition
Create repeated
patterns with
different instruments

Composing
(incl.
notation)

Compose melodies
and songs
Create
accompaniments for
tunes
Combine different
sounds to create a
specific mood or
feeling
Improve their work;
explain how it has
improved

Appraising

Use musical words
(musical elements)
to describe a piece of
music and
compositions
Use musical words to
describe what they
like and dislike

Use notations to
record and
interpret sequences
of pitches
Use standard
notation
Use notations to
record
compositions in a
small group or on
their own
Use their notation
in a performance

Explain the place of
silence and say
what effect it has
Start to identify the
character of a piece
of music
Describe and
identify the
different purposes
of music
Begin to identify
with the style of

Recognise and use
basic structural forms
e.g. rounds,
variations, rondo
form
Change sounds or
organise them
differently to change
the effect
Compose music
which meets specific
criteria
Use their notations to
record groups of
pitches (chords)
Use a music diary to
record aspects of the
composition process
Choose the most
appropriate tempo
for a piece of music
Describe, compare
and evaluate music
using musical
vocabulary
Explain why they
think their music is
successful or
unsuccessful
Suggest
improvements to
their own or others’
work

Use a variety of
different musical
devices in their
composition (incl
melody, rhythms
and chords)
Recognise that
different forms of
notation serve
different purposes
Use different forms
of notation
Combine groups of
beats

Refine & improve
their work
Evaluate how the
venue, occasion
and purpose
affects the way a
piece of music is
created
Analyse features
within different
pieces of music

Recognise the work
of at least one
famous composer.

work of Beethoven,
Mozart and Elgar

Choose the most
appropriate tempo
for a piece of music
Contrast the work of
famous composers
and show
preferences

Compare and
contrast the impact
that different
composers from
different times will
have had on the
people of the time

