CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
A carefully planned and structured curriculum is the foundation upon which excellent
learning and development is built. At Diamond Hall Junior Academy, we believe our
curriculum has the attributes to deliver this. Through a varied and exciting curriculum, we
endeavour to offer the best and widest education possible to our children. We look to
provide a warm and stimulating learning environment and we take great pride in the
quality of our display work.
Within school, our children continue to build upon their reading comprehension skills
through the use of Accelerated Reader and Lexia. Our library area is invaluable in
supporting and extending the learning experiences of our children and in encouraging an
enthusiastic interest in books.
This year, we have introduced the Maths No Problem program. Incorporating the use of
resources, problem solving and group work, the Primary Series is child-centred and fun to
teach and was assessed by the DfE’s expert panel, which judged that it met the core
criteria for a high-quality textbook to support teaching for mastery.
Our curriculum is broad and balanced, and carefully planned to ensure that content is
thoroughly revisited so that learning ‘sticks’ with a strong emphasis through the various
elements on developing:
•
•
•
•

Rights Respecting School
a ‘love of learning’.
an understanding of ‘British Values’ and the implications for life in modern day
Britain.
pupils spiritual, moral, social and cultural learning.

Our children are taught as individuals, in small groups and in whole classes. We monitor
and assess every stage of learning and additional support or a higher level of challenge is
offered when appropriate. We have invested in a comprehensive range of resources across
the curriculum which ensures all subject areas are covered through our half-termly
thematic approach to learning and creative curriculum work.
Our curriculum is constructed on the following principles to support the above; namely
that:
•
•

acquiring subject specific knowledge is key for pupils to be able to solve complex
problems.
pupils need to practice the knowledge and skills they have learnt in lessons so that

•

they can use them when they need.
many opportunities are built into lessons to secure the need to recall and retrieve
previous learning, so that it can be embedded. This enables pupils to apply
knowledge with increasing confidence

Educational visits are planned to give the children important first-hand experience and a
variety of extracurricular activities are offered both at lunchtime and after school. Our
older children also take part in a residential activity and cultural visit to a capital city.

